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With the passage of House Bill 1447 on March 8th, the Florida Legislature paved the way for
smaller Orlando restaurants to obtain full liquor licenses. Approved by a Senate vote of 38-0, the
bill reduces the square footage and seating requirements for restaurants in the Orlando
“Downtown Restaurant Area” to qualify for a type “4COP SFS” full liquor license. The
“Downtown Restaurant Area consists of an area bounded by Ferncreek Avenue to the east,
Westmoreland Drive to the west, Colonial Drive to the north, and Gore Street to the south.
General Law for 4COP SFS Full Liquor Licenses for Restaurants:
Under general law, restaurants can qualify for a type 4COP SFS full liquor license if they meet
three general requirements:
1. It has at least 2,500 square feet of service area;
2. It is equipped to serve meals to 150 people at one time; and
3. It derives at least 51 percent of its gross food and beverage revenue from the sale of food
and non-alcoholic beverages.
The square foot and seating requirements are difficult for smaller restaurants to meet, which
often prevents those restaurants from getting a full liquor license. Smaller restaurants have two
alternatives. The first option is that the restaurant can apply for a type 2COP beer and wine
license (and forego liquor/spirits sales). Florida law does not restrict the number of beer and
wine licenses the Florida Division of Alcoholic Beverages and Tobacco (“ABT”) can issue.
However, full liquor licenses, known colloquially as “quota” license, are limited to one license
per 7,500 residents per county, with a minimum of three (3) licenses per county with approved
alcohol beverage sales. Thus, the only other option for a restaurant not meeting the 4COP SFS
requirements is to purchase a “quota” full liquor licenses on the open market. Quota licenses are
much more costly to acquire than a type 4COP SFS license.

New Law for Restaurants in Orlando’s Downtown Restaurant Area:
House Bill 1447 authorized the ABT to issue 4COP SFS licenses to smaller restaurants in
Orlando’s Downtown Restaurant Area. To qualify for this license, the new law merely requires
that the restaurant:
 Fall within the Downtown Restaurant Area;
 Occupy at least 1,800 square feet of contiguous space;
 Be equipped to serve meals to at least 80 people at one time; and
 Derive at least 51% of its gross food and beverage revenue from the sale of food and
non-alcoholic beverages during the first 60-day operating period and each 12-month
operating thereafter.
Note that the ABT yearly license fee for a type 4COP SFS license in Orlando is $1820.
Before signing a lease or purchasing a property for your restaurant use, it is advisable to retain
experienced Florida alcohol beverage law legal counsel familiar with the nuanced zoning and
alcohol beverage considerations unique to Orlando restaurants. Please do not hesitate to contact
GrayRobinson’s Alcohol Beverage Law industry team with any questions you may have.
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