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Focus 

 Elder Law 

 Estate Planning 

 Guardianship 

 Medicaid Planning 

 Special Needs Law and Advocacy 

 Wealth Transfer 

 

Compassionate, personable counselor focused on private client needs and concerns. Deeply 

knowledgeable advocate helping clients address delicate decisions around estate planning, 

elder law, special needs, and public benefits planning. 

Erik Shuman has been counseling individuals and families with estate planning needs for nearly thirty 

five years. A trusted and empathetic advocate, he works with clients to develop appropriate strategies 

and help alleviate the anxiety that can accompany end-of-life, long-term care, and special needs 

planning. His practice covers all aspects of estate planning and the effective management and transfer 

of wealth for high-net worth private clients. 

Erik engages with his clients on a personal level through act ive and reflective listening. He understands 

how fragile estate planning matters can be and works to meet his clients right where they are to help 

them find a way forward. He advises clients on tax-sensitive estate planning matters that include the 

preparation of wills, healthcare proxies, durable general powers of attorney, premarital planning, 

charitable and planned giving, and trusts for a variety of needs. He also provides comprehensive 

probate, guardianship, and trust administration guidance, including liaising with fiduciaries and planning 

for disabled or incapacitated individuals with special needs. Because estate planning often involves a 

wide mix of assets and challenges, Erik frequently collaborates with GrayRobinson colleagues in the real 

estate, corporate, and litigation practice areas to provide clients with the diverse skill sets necessary to 

manage disputes and address their overall estate planning goals. 

Having developed a particular niche in elder law and public benefits planning, Erik regularly assists 

clients with the structuring of settlements in probate, personal injury cases, and other litigation to 

continue the qualification of a medically needy or disabled person for public benefits. He also supports 

clients with evaluating financing options for long-term nursing home care and Medicaid planning.  

Recognition 

 Best Lawyers in America, 2010-2011, 2014-2027  



 

 

o Trusts and Estates, Lawyer of the Year, 2027 

 Florida Super Lawyers, selected for inclusion, 2007, 2012-2014, 2018-2020 

Insights 

 "ABLE Accounts: Is it Right For My Family Member?" Down Syndrome Association of Brevard, 

June 10, 2020 

 "Special Needs Trust: The Basics," Down Syndrome Association of Brevard, May 13, 2020  

Media 

 “Sue Bassett Foundation carries on work of lifelong animal advocate,” Brevard Business News , 

November 18, 2024 

Affiliations 

 Academy of Florida Elder Law Attorneys 

 National Academy of Elder Law Attorneys 

 The American Bar Association 

 The Brevard County Bar Association 

 The Florida Bar  

o Elder Law Section 

o Real Property, Probate and Trust Law Section 

o Grievance Mediation and Fee Arbitration Committee, Arbitrator 

o 18th Judicial Circuit Grievance Committee, Past Chair 

o 18th Judicial Circuit, Unlicensed Practice of Law Committee A, Past Chair 

 Community Foundation for Brevard  

o Director Emeritus 

 Daily Bread  

o Professional Advisory Board 

 Health First Foundation  

o Planned Gift Advisory Council 

 Promise in Brevard  

o Former Board Member 

 Space Coast Guardianship Association  

o Former Board Member 

 Space Coast Early Intervention Center  

o Former Board Member 

Credentials 

 J.D., University of Florida College of Law, 1993 

 B.A., Emory University, 1989 

 University of Stockholm Law School International Program, 1991 

Admissions 

 Florida 



 

 
Languages 

 Swedish 


